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FOR IDENTIFICATION

JURYMEN'S QUESTION AT INQUEST

AND THE RESULT
The body of an unknown man was picked up at sea three miles off Ramsgate on Friday morning by the crew of a boarding steamer.

The question of identity was raised at the inquest, held at the Town Hall, Ramsgate, at 7.30 in the evening, when various remarks on the matter were made by members of the jury following evidence by a constable that the smell from the remains was so repulsive as to render the task of removing the clothing very distasteful.

Dr HARDMAN conducted the inquiry, and Mr W H STROUD acted as foreman of the jury.

Lieutenant - Commander Henry Douglas KING, DSO., of a boarding steamer in HM service, said that the body was discovered from the ship at 11. am. It was floating in the water off the middle break bar. It was brought ashore. He hazarded the age of the deceased as it was hoisted into the boat as about thirty years. The body had apparently been in the water for some time, but he could not suggest how long as he had been serving ashore for the first two years.

A member of the jury commented upon the evidence of the witness, mentioning disfigurements of the head.

Another juryman said that he took it that medical evidence would be given, and when the Coroner replied in the negative, remarked that they would have no evidence to show whether the deceased had committed suicide or met with an accident or that death had been caused in any other way.

In consequence of comments from a member of the jury, Lieutenant - Commander KING, mentioned that he had unfortunately had the experience of seeing many thousands of dead men on land recently, but the deceased was  the first man whom he had seen after apparent drowning for a good number of years.

Police Constable ROBERSON, who went to the pier with the ambulance, said it appeared to be that of an able seaman. It was very decomposed.

At the mortuary he found that the man was wearing blue jumpers, Navy flannel, white canvas trousers, woollen pants, Navy blue socks, and what appeared to be Navy boots. On account of the condition of the body he did not go closely into the clothing.

Asked by the Coroner if the man had been in the navy, would his name and rating have appeared on his clothing, witness answered that it was possible, but that in some branches of the service the men wore any kind of clothing which would not be marked. He would not pass the definite opinion that any of the clothing worn was Navy clothing.

Witness judged the deceased to be about forty or forty five years of age. He adduced that on account of the top of the skull being bald and hair appearing at the sides. Had the water removed the former he thought it would also have affected the sides too. He was about 5ft. 10 ins. in height. there was no tattoo marks as far as he could see, and the body was complete. He did not find any pockets in the clothing.

Asked by the Coroner as to whether he searched the body, witness replied that he did not do so on account of the terrible smell.

The Coroner suggested that something might be found which would lead to identification, but added the opinion that the police officers job must be a repulsive one.

Continuing, the witness testified that there appeared to be nothing to show the cause of death, and added the opinion that the body had been in the water for about a month.

The Coroner suggested that the body was possible not of anyone from a ship which made Ramsgate its port.

A further remark was made by a member of the jury in regard to the stripping of the body to find marks of identification, and it was suggested to the witness that people in the district who had lost their loved ones in the sea would like to know that the remains had been found.

In reply to another juryman, witness replied that if the clothing of the deceased was removed the decomposition would result in the flesh probably falling away.

The Coroner after consultation with the Chief Constable, said that he was informed that further disinfectants would be applied and a more exhaustive examination made with a view to discovering if possible anything that might lead to identification. Such particulars would be recorded and would be at the service of anyone enquiring. That was as far the matter could be carried.

In summing up, he remarked that had a medical man been called the decomposition was such that he would have been unable to tell them anything about bodily injuries which would have caused death. In the exercise of his discretion in times like the present when economy was important and to  save the county expense he did not call a doctor.

A juryman remarked that in studying economy by not having medical evidence they were not studying the relatives.

The Coroner pointed out that the primary duty of the jury was to find out whether death was due to natural or other causes.

Asked whether a doctor would not have enlightened them on that point, the Coroner remarked that he would only have been able to hazard a guess.

Another member of the jury asked if the clothing would be kept, and the Chief Constable said that that would be done if at all possible

An open verdict was returned.

BODY IDENTIFIED

As a result of a further examination of the remains after the inquest, the body was identified by marks on the clothing as that of James William BRACE, R.N.R., who hailed from Newfoundland.

The remains were interred on Monday with naval honours at the space in the Ramsgate Cemetery allotted for the burial of late members of HM Forces.

The coffin, draped with the Union Jack and bearing wreaths from navy men attached to the part, was borne from the mortuary into St Georges Church by six sailors, a squad of men from various vessels meanwhile standing with reversed rifles.

A large party of officers and men followed the remains to the cemetery, where a volley was fired and the "Last Post" sounded.
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